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DSU elections are this week. Two words for you: go vote. 
It’s really something that 
needn’t be said, but numbers don’t 
lie. Based on figures from the 
DSU, voter turnout for the last six 
years has been approximately 4, 6, 
13, 4, 14, and 7 per cent. Abysmally 
low figures. I’ll save the broken 
record speech about democracy 
being a privilege.
Honestly, I completely 
understand students who don’t 
vote. Not that that makes it 
acceptable. I never voted in my 
three years as a student here… and 
it’s a source of constant regret. 
My excuses had always been that 
I didn’t know the candidates, 
or that they likely all had the 
same goals—after all, this is just 
college and we all want a better 
experience, don’t we? The former 
is a shameful answer as a hack 
of a journalist; spend 15 minutes 
researching and you’ll have a 
far greater understanding. The 
latter is also weak. Our federal 
parties all supposedly exist for 
the betterment of the country but 
have vastly different platforms. 
Why should that be any different 
at the college level? 
It’s not the embarrassment 
that gets to me (though that 
definitely exists), rather, the 
realization that your vote truly 
makes a difference. We constantly 
hear during federal elections 
how every vote counts, but when 
some 17 million other people are 
casting their ballots as well, it’s 
easy to lose sight of the value of 
individual parts comprising the 
whole. 
Douglas isn’t like that. It’s not 
a massive college by any means. 
Case in point, only 782 students 
voted last year. Seven hundred 
eighty-two. It doesn’t take a 
mathematician to figure out that 
you’re far more influential in a 
Douglas election than a federal 
one.  
The DSU is there to represent 
the students. If you want change, 
do something about it. Take a few 
minutes and figure out who has 
your best interests at heart. 
If you need real motivation, 
consider this: each student pays 
between $50 and $60 to the DSU. 
In an election with 100 per cent 
voter turnout, that means each 
student is representing (on the 
low end for simplicity’s sake) 
$50. In an election with 5 per 
cent turnout, that means each 
student is representing $1000—all 
for taking two minutes to drop a 
slip in a ballot box. In a society 
where the main gripe about post-
secondary centres on money, it 
should come as some amusement 
that so many blindly ignore that 
which is right under their noses.
And just for good measure, 
some encouragement from your 
college president, Dr. Kathy 
Denton: “The DSU election is an 
opportunity for students to take 
responsibility to contribute to the 
democratic process and exercise 
their right to vote. College is a 
place where students are exposed 
to new ideas and are challenged 
to develop their own views of the 
world. An election is a time to 
express their views. I encourage 
all students to participate in 
their community by voting in 
the DSU election for whomever 
best represents their ideals for an 
independent student society in 
the coming year.”
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Drivers who have previously been steered away from the 
Port Mann Bridge due to tolls 
might change their route in the 
near future. The Transportation 
Investment Corporation (TIC), 
the company that runs the 
bridge, has a new incentive. 
In an attempt to bring back 
customers after a depleting 
revenue flow, the province will 
offer a $10 credit to customers 
who choose to switch from 
printed bills to paperless 
e-billing. Coincidentally, 
mailed bills are among the 
top costs for the company. 
“We are trying to improve 
efficiencies in our operations, 
and one of the biggest costs is 
mailing out paper bills,” said Greg 
Johnson, TIC spokesman to the 
Vancouver Sun. “Some people 
aren’t aware we provide this 
option [of electronic billing].”
According to a press 
release from TIC President and 
CEO Irene Kerr, “The more 
customers signed up for e-bills 
keeps the system streamlined 
and our operating costs low.” 
The Crown corporation hopes 
to salvage anywhere from 
$500,000–750,000 with their $10 
appeal, available until March 15.
Since the new Port Mann 
Bridge opened back in 2012, it has 
been losing money—and lots of 
it. According to reports from the 
province, $86 million was lost 
in the past year, with continued 
deficit predictions of $100 million 
annually for the next 3 years. 
Understandably, big 
projects such as these take 
a few years to break even, 
but new reports suggest that 
the toll bridge might take as 
long as 12–15 years to do so. 
Comparatively, 2012 predictions 
predicted revenue surpassing 
debt within the first 5 years.
“Our plan has always been 
to post a loss in the early years,” 
said Greg Johnson, spokesman 
for the TIC, to the Vancouver Sun. 
“It’s something expected when 
you start a toll operation. [But] 
the period of time for traffic to 
come back to the Port Mann is 
longer than we anticipated.” 
Obviously, tolls on the Port 
Mann have decreased traffic 
flow, but the end-goal to reduce 
vehicles on the road and increase 
ridership on transit has been met 
with the disbursement of drivers 
across the Metro Vancouver area. 
According to TransLink data, the 
number of daily crossings on the 
Pattullo Bridge has increased 
from an estimated 65,000 to 
85,000. While Premier Christy 
Clark remains optimistic on 
the growing use of the bridge, 
local mayors are honking the 
horn on the need for an open 
discussion to address road 
pricing across Metro Vancouver. 
“We do need to look at it,” 
Cote said to the Vancouver Sun. 
“What you’re seeing is the Port 
Mann not getting the revenues 
they’re looking for, and New 
Westminster is seeing the traffic 
congestion that is better suited 
to a new highway network. 
With the new Massey Bridge 
and the Pattullo, we’re better 
off having that discussion now 
instead of sticking our heads 
in the sand and pretending 
we don’t have a problem.”
No traffic slows down Port Mann Bridge earnings
 Multi-billion debt calls for new incentive
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Families of victims murdered by Robert Pickton were 
shocked when the serial killer’s 
self-penned memoir showed up 
for sale online this past week. 
Pickton: In His Own Words 
was apparently smuggled 
by another prisoner out of 
the prison where Pickton is 
currently incarcerated, and 
published through an American 
self-publishing service called 
Outskirts Press on January 29. On 
February 2, it became available 
for purchase on Amazon.ca. 
Ricky Papin, brother of 
Georgina Papin— who went 
missing in 1999 and was later 
discovered to be one of Pickton’s 
victims— expressed his anger 
and shock in a statement to 
the press last Wednesday.
“People make money off 
of violence and other people’s 
crimes,” said Papin, according 
to CBC News, “and Amazon 
is in there for a profit.”
The publisher quickly halted 
production after news of the 
book’s release was met with 
public outrage. After a petition 
signed by more than 50,000 
people demanded that the book 
was pulled, Amazon removed the 
book from its sale listings, and 
it can no longer be purchased.
The book itself is 144 pages 
long, according to the Vancouver 
Sun, and contains references to 
the Bible, transcripts of police 
interviews, and multiple claims 
of innocence. During Pickton’s 
trial, however, the prosecution 
stated that Pickton had confessed 
to 49 murders to an undercover 
police officer, a statement 
that played a large role in his 
eventual conviction in 2007. 
“It is not right that a person 
who caused so much harm and 
hurt so many people could profit 
from his behaviour,” said the 
BC Minister for Public safety, 
Mike Morris, in a statement.
Papin echoed the 
sentiment to CBC: “If anyone 
is going to profit from it, it 
should be the children and 
the families themselves, or 
go to victim services.”
Outskirts Press also made 
a statement on the matter, 
saying “We have a long-
standing policy of not working 
with, nor publishing work by, 
incarcerated individuals.” The 
publisher claims that they were 
tricked into publishing the 
book by Michael Chilldres.
Chilldres, the man who 
produced Pickton’s memoir, 
took Pickton’s story from a 
handwritten scrawl to a full 
autobiography. Chilldres 
claimed that he published it 
as a favour for a friend, who 
is a convicted sex offender 
who met Pickton in prison. 
The matter of how the 
manuscript was smuggled out 
of prison in the first place is 
now the subject of an ongoing 
investigation. Presumably, 
the manuscript was sent out 
through the mail, as Canadian 
inmates don’t receive regular 
screening for their mail, 
unlike American prisoners.
 Amazon faces public backlash for selling the book
Convicted serial killer Robert Pickton releases memoir
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
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BC has seen its unfortunate share of deaths due to drug 
overdoses. According to the BC’s 
Coroner Service, 465 people 
died due to illegal overdoses, 
an increase of 27 per cent 
compared to 2014. A local MP 
is vying to save lives with his 
latest private member’s bill. Rob 
McKinnon, Liberal Coquitlam-
Port Coquitlam MP, has placed 
all his cards on the table with 
the Good Samaritan Drug 
Overdose Bill, which he hopes 
will save countless lives across 
the province and potentially the 
country. Yearning for change, 
McKinnon presented the bill 
to Parliament on February 22. 
Dubbed the “Good 
Samaritan Drug Overdose Act,” 
the bill will ensure that those 
who call 911 during a drug 
overdose will not be charged 
with possession. Notably, 
pardon from charges will also 
be applied to witnesses, but not 
to those who are involved with 
trafficking or impaired driving.
McKinnon brought reality 
to the forefront in his press 
statement, saying that Canadians 
should care for everyone, 
from their family members, to 
neighbours, to new immigrants in 
the country. If the bill is passed, 
he’s convinced, without a doubt, 
that citizens won’t run away 
from drug overdose situations, 
but rather call authorities to 
assist and save a life. “Hopefully, 
they’ll pick up the phone and 
save someone’s son or daughter.”
Notable stakeholders, 
including Donald MacPherson, 
Director of the Canadian Drug 
Policy Coalition, say that the 
barrier that makes the decision to 
call 911 is removed, thus placing 
the value on lives first. Christiana 
Slater, Executive of Waterloo 
Regional Crime Prevention 
Council, asked a simple, yet 
powerful question to voice her 
agreement with MacPherson: 
“Based in our review of the 
evidence and our own study, 
this Private Member’s Bill would 
go a long way towards making 
the saving of lives our highest 
priority. Who could argue with 
that?” Notably, 34 states in the 
United States have some form 
of overdose immunity law.
The bill had its introduction 
and first reading in Parliament 
on February 22 and is currently 
in the process of making its 
way through the House of 
Commons. McKinnon noted 
to Tri-City News that this bill 
“could happen in the spring, it 
might not happen until the fall.” 
“With this parliament thing, 
it’s become clear to me that 
things move at a glacial pace.”
 Private member’s bill promises to exempt drug possession charges when calling 911
Will ‘Good Samaritan Drug 
Overdose’ Act save lives?
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
“For college and university students who come from 
families with incomes of less 
than $50,000, average tuition 
will be free,” said Ontario’s 
minister of finance Charles 
Sousa in his speech announcing 
the 2016 Ontario budget.
The government plans to 
scrap tuition and education tax 
credits, replacing them with 
non-repayable grants that will 
be given upfront to students by 
2017–18. The budget says that no 
student will receive less than they 
did through the current Ontario 
Tuition Grant. OSAP debt levels 
will be capped at $10,000 a year 
for high-income families.
“Tax credits did not provide 
assistance when students needed 
it, and they diverted aid money 
to those who did not need the 
help,” said Spencer Nestico-
Semianiw, President of Ontario 
University Student Alliance. 
“For years, OUSA has led the 
push for tax credit funds to 
be repurposed into effective, 
up-front aid, and now that’s 
exactly what we’ll be seeing.”
The Ontario government 
said that they are merging 
existing financial assistance 
programs and grants offered 
by OSAP into a single program 
called the Ontario Student Grant.
In the lead-up to the 2015 
federal election, Justin Trudeau’s 
Liberals pledged to increase “the 
maximum Canada Student Grant 
for low-income students to $3,000 
per year for full-time students, 
and to $1,800 per year for part-
time students.” The Ontario 
Liberal’s budget promises 
for post-secondary students 
are dependent on its federal 
counterpart delivering on 
their campaign promise.
“We have a lot to celebrate 
today with this commitment 
to fairness, equity, and justice 
for students,” said Gabrielle 
Ross-Marquette, national 
executive representative for 
the Canadian Federation of 
Students-Ontario. “We hope 
this commitment will carry on 
into the development of a new 
tuition-fee framework that can 
build upon this investment and 
make higher education more 
affordable for all Ontarians.”
The government is getting 
rid of the rule that limits 
the Ontario Tuition Grant to 
students who entered college 
and university within a few years 
of from high school, meaning 
mature students will now be 
able to qualify for the grants.
Several post-secondary 
advocacy groups, including 
Colleges Ontario, Canadian 
Federation of Students-
Ontario, and the College 
Student Alliance recommended 
removing the limit in the lead 
up to today’s announcement.
“There is a clear commitment 
to college education and 
helping greater numbers of 
students pursue the career-
specific programs at colleges,” 
said David Agnew, president 
of Seneca College and chair 
of Colleges Ontario.
The budget allocates $97 
million over 3 years to support 
initiatives to help First Nation, 
Métis, and Inuit students. Of that 
$97 million, $5 million is for the 
province’s 9 Aboriginal Institutes.
“Currently, there are multiple 
barriers hindering Aboriginal 
learners, mature students, and 
mature students with dependents 
from accessing PSE (post-
secondary education),” said Ciara 
Byrne, director of advocacy for 
the College Student Alliance 
(CSA). “Today’s announcement 
showed the government’s 
commitment to making PSE 
accessible to all students. CSA is 
proud to be part of the process.”
 Plan for expanded grants in Ontario budget applauded by student groups
Ontario budget to eliminate tuition 
for low-income families
Dialog Staff 
The Dialog (George Brown College)
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Among the flock of students entering Douglas’ doors 
every day, there are likely many 
who place well-being and 
healthy living among their top 
priorities. These students and 
faculty members alike thrive 
on opportunities to educate 
others to become supporters 
and participate in activities 
concerning health and the 
environment. From 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on March 2, student 
groups, Douglas College 
departments, and local health 
organizations will collaborate 
in an eye-catching event to 
help create a healthier campus 
full of informed students.
This year, the “Passport 
to Health” will be the centre 
of attention, as students are 
challenged to participate by 
learning something new, being 
assessed, or taking part in 
various activities. Each booth 
visited earns stickers, with 
multiples chances to win prizes.
At the Health Fair, a group 
of Sport Science majors who 
are eager to promote health 
initiatives in school and 
community settings will be 
hosting a table titled “The Green 
Bin Project.” The classmates 
will be stocked with surveys, 
brochures, and opportunities to 
get involved with their initiative 
while running an interactive and 
educational game with prizes.
The Green Bin Project 
aims to create awareness for 
a sustainable and healthy 
campus through better waste 
management, foster social and 
individual responsibility, and 
ultimately, identify gaps and find 
solutions for them. Their booth 
is a small glimpse into their 
semester-long project that aims 
to fix the campus’ composting 
and recycling systems. Currently, 
the school runs cardboard and 
bottle recycling programs, 
but the need for composting 
is at an all-time high.
“We noticed there is very 
little organic composting. 
Knowing this is what initially 
sparked our idea to address this 
issue,” explains Lauren Keen, a 
member of the Green Bin Project. 
“After some networking 
within our college [and the 
DSU] we have gathered more 
information. We learned that 
there are several developments 
that are currently underway and 
in progress behind the scenes. 
For example, the kitchen cafeteria 
already composts their food waste 
and Tim Hortons composts their 
used coffee grounds. However, 
students do not yet have access 
to compost at Douglas.” 
Keen and her classmates, 
Duncan, Jasper, and Lindsey, 
wanting to amend the current 
composting and recycling 
systems, took to their feet and 
talked with college officials about 
their concerns and suggestions. 
Apparently, “the college has 
been working towards a four-
stream system for over a year,” 
noted Keen. Expected to be 
rolled-out in phases starting 
in the Fall 2016 semester, the 
system includes paper, compost, 
garbage, and mixed recycling.
Looking toward the future, 
the Sport Science classmates have 
long-term measures planned to 
exist after their project ends. In 
the near future, students will 
see fewer garbage bins from all 
classrooms and office spaces 
in order to reduce the amount 
recyclable and compostable 
waste that are being tossed in the 
garbage cans out of convenience. 
The ultimate goal is to reduce 
waste down to 25 per cent, 
with the remaining 75 per cent 
diverted into paper recycling, 
mixed recycling, and composting.
Two All-Candidate Forums were held for the ongoing 
DSU Student Representative 
Committee election last week. 
While the Other Press was unable 
to cover the February 23 forum at 
David Lam, which was attended 
by six members of Action and 
two members of NeXgen, the 
New Westminster campus’ 
February 25 forum was covered.
A notable absence from the 
forum was the entire NeXgen 
party. Candidate participation 
at these forums is optional, and 
several members of NeXgen 
opted to watch the forum 
from the audience instead. 
Meanwhile, 11 out of 12 of 
the Action slate candidates 
participated in the forum.
The forum began with each 
of the participating candidates 
introducing themselves. Most 
of Action is made up of fresh 
faces. Jerzy Mazurek, who is 
running for Internal Services 
Coordinator, is running for his 
third term in the committee.
From there, Micheal 
Cheevers, the DSU Chief 
Electoral Officer, asked the 
candidates some questions.
He first asked the candidates 
what they planned to do 
to better accommodate the 
growing population—15 per 
cent of the student body—of 
international students on 
campus. Action first pointed 
out that they had a proportional 
representation of international 
students in their slate (3 of their 
candidates). From there, they 
discussed opening a fund for 
international student clubs and 
events, similar to the $100,000 
fund open for arts students. 
They discussed bridging the 
gap between domestic and 
international students by 
bringing in open education, 
better scholarships, and more 
events. They recognized that 
international students pay 
more money to attend Douglas 
College, so they wanted to 
help make the overall college 
experience better for them.
He next asked candidates 
what their approach to Douglas 
athletics would be. They 
responded with improving 
advertising for Royals games, 
streaming away games in the 
concourse, trying to offset the 
costs that athletes pay for their 
activities by providing Douglas 
Royals fan gear, and encouraging 
student attendance at games.
Campus clubs were the 
next item on the agenda. Action 
first pointed out that a few of 
them were executives of clubs 
themselves. They mentioned 
the idea of hosting a Clubs Day 
on both campuses, not just the 
New Westminster one, as well 
as involving David Lam more 
by building a DSU building 
at the Coquitlam campus and 
providing stronger support 
for David Lam clubs. Overall, 
they mentioned expanding the 
availability of these clubs to 
better fit student schedules, more 
advertising and social media, 
creating a more comprehensive 
club manual and a committee, 
and offering more monetary 
support for clubs to start up.
After this point in the forum, 
questions opened up to the 
audience. One of these questions 
involved how the student 
union would interact with 
municipal, provincial, and federal 
governments. They responded 
with organizing municipal talks 
for students, keeping the U-Pass 
program, and lobbying for a more 
affordable college experience.
A question about hosting 
a Remembrance Day event was 
met with positive feedback from 
Action, who praised the student 
for suggesting more ideas. They 
then talked about working 
with municipalities to organize 
such an event for students.
Action was then faced with 
a question on what transparency 
was, and how they would 
foster it. They responded that 
they wanted to create more 
awareness of what the DSU 
does on campus, encourage 
more student attendance at 
representative committee 
meetings, inform students of 
where their money is going, place 
student trust as a top priority, 
and increase DSU tabling in the 
concourse and at David Lam.
The final question asked to 
candidates was how they were 
going to increase social nights at 
the college. They mentioned pub 
nights, but also pointed out that 
pub nights can be exclusive, and 
they wanted to include students 
of all ages and interests. Ideas 
of karaoke nights, arts nights, 
athletic nights, open mic nights, 
and Douglas College pep rallies 
were offered by the candidates. 
Voting takes place this week 
at Douglas College, from 10 a.m 
to 7 p.m. Monday to Thursday, 
and on Friday from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at both campuses. 
Ready for Action
 Action slate shines in All-Candidate Forums 
 Students encouraged to make positive changes in campus life
Ask, learn, and share at the Douglas Health Fair
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
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On February 25, Guzman Ramos invited his audience 
to sit, relax, and sip softly on 
the divine taste of music during 
his performance at Douglas 
College. For over an hour, he 
played arrangements by various 
composers on his classical guitar, 
creating a relaxing ambience 
that could provide an excellent 
mid-day break for students—
or  anyone really, since the 
performance is free. If only 
more students actually went.
There were two types of 
people in attendance at the show. 
A majority of them likely lived 
in New West or close-by, and 
a small minority of them were 
music students with instrument 
cases so big one wonders how 
they carried them up the hill. 
Other than those two groups, 
there was virtually nobody else 
in the audience. Maybe a few 
regular students were there, but 
it didn’t look that way. This is a 
free performance. Don’t students 
like free stuff? There are only two 
possibilities: either the student 
body doesn’t know about Arts at 
One, or they just don’t care. I was 
always in the first category, but 
now that I’ve been to one of the 
performances, I’m not in either.
So for those of us who 
don’t know much about 
Arts at One, here are some 
reasons why you should go.
Every Thursday at 1 p.m., 
Douglas College hosts a live 
musical performance by a 
musician or musicians of some 
kind. Overwhelmingly, the 
musical selection is classical 
music, although it is arranged 
by type of instrument, not 
genre, so it’s hard to say exactly 
what kinds of performances 
will be held throughout the 
year. The next performance is 
going to be Barrie Barrington 
on the piano, and will likely be 
a collection of classical Spanish 
music, judging by its title, 
España. In the weeks following 
that, the musical talents of our 
own Douglas College students 
will be showcased on March 
24, March 31, and April 7.  
Guzman Ramos’ style 
of guitar playing was a calm 
and dreamy serenade, perfect 
for locating that inner peace 
amidst the rush outside. Other 
performances will be quite 
different from his. Perhaps 
sadder, or more energetic. 
No matter the style, they’ll 
be new to you, each offering 
something interesting, unique, 
and profoundly relaxing, as 
soft violins and booming 
tubas both manage to be. 
Perhaps you’ll stumble across 
a great topic for your term 
paper while you’re there.
The Sweetest Sounds at Douglas College
 Free Arts at One performances continue to entertain
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer
issue 22 // volume 42 arts // no. 7
Many video games concern themselves with creating 
an avatar for the player, usually 
by offering some level of 
customization in the areas 
of character appearance and 
skill specialization. Most 
often, these games will allow 
the player to choose between 
different dialogue options when 
in conversation with other 
characters. On paper, this seems 
like a great idea—giving the 
player a wide range of potential 
responses allows them to 
further shape their character 
and the surrounding narrative. 
However, this is often handled 
in a stunningly amateurish 
way, counter-intuitively 
wrecking player immersion 
through lack of clarity.
The idea of dialogue trees is 
actually older than most people 
think. Isometric top-down 
RPG’s like the original Fallout, 
Baldur’s Gate, and Planescape 
Torment offered many and varied 
dialogue choices in virtually every 
interaction. This was much easier 
to accomplish because these 
games mostly used text boxes 
instead of voice work. The text 
boxes had room to show exactly 
what words would come out of 
the player character’s mouth for 
each option. This allowed players 
to weigh their options very 
carefully, and select their options 
according to the situation. 
The problem with modern 
dialogue trees in fully-voiced 
RPG titles like Mass Effect, Alpha 
Protocol, or Fallout 4 is that 
there are no longer text boxes 
to show players exactly what 
each response will be. Instead, 
players are left to intuit the 
general tone of the response 
through general one-sentence 
summaries. This often leads to 
players misunderstanding the 
content of an option, which 
results in an out-of-character 
action or sentiment that runs 
totally contrary to the character 
archetype the player is trying to 
imitate.
Say you are roleplaying a 
married soldier. You miss your 
wife, and you are lonely. You 
strike up a friendship with a 
soldier of the opposite sex, 
choosing the dialogue options 
you think sound most friendly. 
To your surprise, the other soldier 
thinks you’re hitting on her. You 
hadn’t meant for that, so you 
choose the dialogue option that 
reads “I’m married,” only for your 
character to call the other soldier 
a trollop and tell her to go trolling 
elsewhere, along with a bunch 
of screed you never intended to 
say. Now that character will hate 
you for the rest of the game. Poor 
communication kills, it seems.
Another immersion-breaking 
fault found in real-time, fully 
voiced dialogue exchanges is the 
way characters stare blankly into 
space while waiting for player 
input to cue the next line. This 
looks very robotic, even though 
these are supposed to be human 
beings in conversation. Having 
the characters do stuff while 
they talk would go a long way 
towards making them seem 
more believable. The soldiers, for 
instance, might be cleaning their 
weapons during conversation. 
This sense of movement can keep 
the characters from being static.
The difficulty of writing 
dynamic characters who are 
subject to the will of the player 
is their inevitable lack of 
consistency. This can easily result 
in nonsensical character arcs. 
Making an open-ended free-
roaming RPG can kill pacing 
to begin with. Having a totally 
ambiguous main character who 
can flip-flop on any subject at any 
time makes it seem as if he has no 
character at all, rendering most 
of the plot an exercise in futility 
because it must carry on to the 
end regardless of the supposed 
input the player has.
This is not to say that all 
storytelling in gaming should 
be linear. There is certainly a 
place for customizable character 
arcs in gaming. However, they 
could be much more functional 
if some of the old elements were 
reintroduced, allowing more 
specificity in character choice 
rather than forcing players 
to guess their way through 
generalities.
 Chopping down dialogue trees
Flawed by Design: Use your words 
On February 23, local Vancouver wordsmith 
John Vaillant met with creative 
writing students in Douglas 
College’s Aboriginal Gathering 
Place to discuss the writing and 
publishing of his award winning 
books The Golden Spruce, The 
Tiger, and The Jaguar’s Children.
After a brief introduction, 
Vaillant discussed the research 
that went into the writing of his 
first novel, The Golden Spruce. 
He was inspired to write the 
story after hearing about Grant 
Hadwin, a logger who cut down 
the Kiidk’yaas—a sitka spruce 
tree with golden needles—in 
the Haida Gwaii archipelago. 
Hadwin had intended to make 
an anti-logging statement, 
but the tree was of special 
significance to the Haida people. 
Although he was arrested for his 
crime, he later disappeared.
Vaillant visited the Haida 
Gwaii people to ask permission 
to tell the story on their behalf, 
and he was invited to take part 
in a pole raising ritual in honour 
of a fallen Haida tribe member. 
Vaillant included the funeral 
ritual in The Golden Spruce, 
and made his description of 
it a selected reading during 
the talk. The reading was very 
engaging, offering an excellent 
sample of Vaillant’s imagistic 
writing style, as well as his 
concise and poetic prose. 
Such writing may seem 
effortless when read, but Vaillant 
stressed that this is always 
the result of many revisions. 
He reportedly completed his 
first draft of The Tiger in six 
weeks, but it went through 
two years of revisions before it 
was finally published. For this 
reason, Vaillant emphasized the 
importance of staying passionate 
about the work. “The readers 
can sense your boredom,” he 
said, “and they can sense your 
excitement, too. There’s nothing 
worse than getting a hundred 
pages into a story and giving up.”
Vaillant also spoke about The 
Tiger in the context of writing 
non-fiction. As the story was 
based on a series of man-eating 
tiger attacks in eastern Russia, he 
took it upon himself to create the 
most detailed rendition possible, 
going above and beyond merely 
seeking out documentaries and 
historical accounts. He travelled 
to Primorsky Krai, the actual 
site of the attacks, to experience 
the environment personally, as 
well as to seek out friends of 
the deceased for secondhand 
information. He went so far 
as to find out what phase the 
moon was in at the time of the 
attacks, just to be sure that a 
single line of prose about the 
crescent moon was accurate.
Despite his evident 
dedication to storytelling, 
Vaillant remained quite humble 
and self-effacing when asked 
about his thorough method. “It’s 
almost a kind of pathology,” he 
said. “I mean, why else would you 
spend eight hours on a story? Is 
your own company really that 
intriguing? I think of it almost as 
a birth defect that I’ve managed 
to turn into something positive.”
John Vaillant’s most 
recent novel, The Jaguar’s 
Children, was released in 2015. 
It received similar acclaim to 
his other novels, including 
a nomination for the Rogers 
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize.
For the love of the craft 
 John Vaillant talks non-fiction
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
Sc
re
en
sh
o
t 
fr
o
m
 M
as
s 
Ef
fe
ct
 2
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
arts // no. 8 theotherpress.ca
Codenames is a party game for two or more players designed 
by Vlaada Chvátil and published 
by Czech Games Edition (CGE) 
in 2015. The players split into two 
teams, each lead by a “spymaster.” 
Cards with codenames are laid 
out in a five by five grid, and the 
spymasters must give clues to 
their team as to which codenames 
belong to their “contacts.” Once 
a team uncovers all of their 
team’s contacts—or accidentally 
uncovers the “assassin”—the 
session ends and the team with 
the most contacts wins.
The gameplay of Codenames 
is as fast as it is hard. Several 
games can be played within a 
short period of time, and the 
spymasters are governed by strict 
rules as to what they can use as 
clues. Each clue can only consist 
of one word and one number, 
the word being the clue to the 
code name and the number 
representing how many of the 
contacts the clue describes. The 
spymaster can say no more than 
that, and the team only has as 
many guesses as the spymasters’ 
number, plus one. If a team 
guesses wrong, the play moves to 
the other team.
Codenames is ranked as the 
no. 1 party game in the top 20 list 
on boardgamegeek.com, and is 
widely regarded as the breakout 
hit of 2015. The game is simple to 
learn, yet extremely challenging, 
requiring lateral thinking and 
creative strategy to win. I would 
recommend it to anyone.
 ‘Codenames’ board game review 
Chairman of the Board: ‘A spy by any other name’
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
I was excited when I heard about Final Fantasy Explorers for 
the Nintendo 3DS. Although I 
haven’t played a lot of the Final 
Fantasy games, this one looked 
different than the typical turn-
based combat typically found 
in the retro games, and I was 
excited to try it. Although the 
game can be enjoyable, it was a 
bit of a letdown because it ended 
up being nothing new for me.
The aim of the game is to 
explore various regions and 
complete quests. The plot 
involves the player, as an Explorer, 
going through uncharted 
territory in the hopes of finding 
crystals. Unlike the other recent 
Final Fantasy games, the game 
quest driven rather than narrative 
driven. Unfortunately, this means 
the plot itself is pretty weak.
Players are able to choose 
from 21 job classes, which you 
unlock as you go. They are mostly 
the typical classes found in 
other roleplaying games, such as 
Ranger, Paladin, or Thief. Each 
job class also uses the typical 
weapons for that class, such as 
bows for Rangers—although it 
does seem odd that Monks use 
brass knuckles. 
The only different element 
here is the customization options. 
You are able to upgrade each 
weapon and piece of clothing 
with extra stats such as Accuracy, 
Attack, and Recovery, using 
items found in the world. After 
collecting enough items, you can 
completely max out every item’s 
stats. Items can also be imbued 
with monster souls that will add 
traits, such as health boosts.
Another interesting element 
of customization has to do with 
the skills players can learn. When 
in battle, “Crystal Surges” can 
grant temporary perks. While 
under the effects of the Crystal 
Surge, compatible skills have a 
chance of mutating. This can 
add extra effects to the skills 
when used, such as Paralysis, 
Poison, Magic Attack bonus, or 
HP Recovery. Skills can hold up 
to nine different mutations, or 
you can stack mutations to make 
them stronger.
Unfortunately, this game is 
extremely easy. Even moderately 
high level players will manage 
to annihilate pretty much 
everything. Even Eidolon, 
which are rare bosses that, once 
defeated, can be summoned, can 
be defeated rather quickly if the 
player is prepared. The difficulty 
can be increased by adding 
challenges to the quests, such as 
restricted use of healing items. 
This adds an extra star to the 
quest’s difficulty. However, even 
five-star quests don’t provide that 
much more challenge.
There are a few things to like 
about Final Fantasy Explorers, 
the main thing being the 
multiplayer. When I play quests 
with my brother, they are actually 
harder to complete. All of the 
foes have higher stats and take 
more time to defeat. Depending 
on your class, this could make the 
game very challenging. A Ranger 
deals little damage compared to a 
Knight, so the time limit may be 
more restrictive for some player 
classes.
Final Fantasy Explorers can 
be enjoyable when playing with 
a partner, but it doesn’t manage 
to offer anything too new or 
interesting. If you really like these 
kinds of roleplaying games, go for 
it, but don’t expect it to have any 
“wow” factor.
Still searching for a challenge
 ‘Final Fantasy Explorers’ review
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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Superhero movies are perhaps the most common and 
successful blockbusters today. 
Many of these films make billions 
of dollars at the box office. Some 
say the market has become 
oversaturated with the same ideas, 
while others enjoy watching the 
evolution of superhero movies as a 
genre of its own. 
However you feel about 
them, superhero flicks are here 
to stay. The 2016 market began 
with the unexpected success of 
Deadpool, which grossed five 
times its budget in the opening 
weekend alone. The rest of the 
year will see five more comic book 
blockbusters attempting to match 
those figures.
Batman vs. Superman: 
Dawn of Justice: A sequel to the 
Superman reboot Man of Steel, 
this relaunch will pit the most 
famous comic book characters of 
all time against each other. Unlike 
their Marvel counterparts, DC’s 
previous superhero movies have 
been derailed by poor reviews and 
multiple reboots. This marks the 
beginning of DC’s shared-universe 
franchise.
Trailers have indicated a 
darker atmosphere than most 
superhero movies. Many of the 
character changes have been 
divisive among fans, along with an 
abundance of cameos setting up 
future films. DC has a lot riding 
on this film if they want to truly 
compete with Marvel’s success 
and have a solid presence in the 
market for the next few years.
Release Date: March 25.
Captain America: Civil 
War: The latest Avengers-
universe release will see former 
friends and teammates Captain 
America and Iron Man declare 
war on one another’s values. The 
superheroes of this world will be 
divided against the government 
and each other in the ethics 
of superhuman registration 
and regulation. This movie 
sets up “Phase 3” of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, and will be 
introducing several supporting 
characters in anticipation of their 
own future films.
All 12 movies in this 
franchise have been positively 
received, and the abundance of 
well-known characters along with 
the breaking of formula suggests 
this one will do pretty well. 
Whether you’re a casual fan or 
die-hard enthusiast just waiting 
for the Thanos arc to complete, 
you’ll probably enjoy this one.
Release Date: May 6.
X-Men: Apocalypse: 
After a universe-reset via time 
travel (comics are weird) in the 
critically acclaimed X-Men: Days 
of Future Past, this entry will take 
place in the 1980s. It will follow 
younger versions of familiar and 
new X-Men as they attempt to 
stop Apocalypse, an immortal 
and powerful mutant who’s been 
around since Ancient Egypt.
The latest few X-Men films 
have been much better received 
than previous ones, and we can 
hope this film delivers a new and 
exciting storyline. Fan reactions 
to the new actors and characters 
will be the ultimate decision 
in the continuation of this 
franchise.
Release date: May 27.
Suicide Squad: This film 
is based on a lesser-known, 
off-the-wall comic book team. 
The Suicide Squad are the 
most dangerous incarcerated 
supervillains in the world, who 
take on equally dangerous forces 
for the government in exchange 
for their freedom. Set in the 
same universe as Batman vs. 
Superman, viewers can expect 
appearances from fan-favourite 
characters like The Joker and 
Harley Quinn.
Incredibly polarizing 
in everything from its 
announcement to the latest 
trailer, this concept is unlike 
anything done in the genre 
before. The marketing switched 
from a dark and gritty tone to 
a more comedic and absurd 
atmosphere. Whether this movie 
will ultimately do well and help 
the DC universe is anyone’s guess.
Release Date: August 5.
Doctor Strange: Another 
Marvel Cinematic Universe 
adaptation, this time with a 
greater focus on fantasy and 
magic than science fiction. 
Doctor Strange is the tale 
of a brilliant and arrogant 
neurosurgeon who loses the use 
of his hands in a car accident. 
Strange is then granted magical 
powers by a mysterious being 
known as the Ancient One.
A sharp departure from 
Marvel’s usual concepts, an 
all-star cast and urban fantasy 
tone may be just what comic 
book movies need to stay fresh. 
However, the lack of a trailer or 
any connection to the broader 
universe makes it difficult to 
assess.
Release Date: November 4.
Here come the heroes
 What to expect from 2016’s superhero blockbusters
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Una the Blade by Steve LeCouilliard delivers 
in terms of being radically 
different than anything I have 
ever read before, but comes 
up a bit short story-wise.
Una is a sword-wielding 
single mother of two travelling 
with a rogue sorceress named 
Nessa. Once a lieutenant in 
a barbarian army, she now 
spends her days protecting 
both herself and her children 
from mercenaries and 
assassins.
The book is set up as 
a series of short stories. 
There is the main narrative, 
which consists of the work 
done exclusively by Steve 
LeCouilliard, and a number of 
other side stories illustrated 
by various other artists. 
Sometimes these side stories 
will further develop the 
characters or the world, but 
most of the time they’re just 
random fights or sight gags. As 
such, there just seem to be too 
many of them. They start to 
become intrusive.
Overarching plots are 
commonplace in multi-volume 
series, which I assume Una 
is going to be. What makes a 
single volume within a series 
successful is that it can also 
be read as a standalone—
meaning that there has to 
be conflict and resolution 
within the narrative of the 
single volume, especially if it 
is the first in a series. Though 
many of the main conflicts are 
resolved within Una the Blade, 
they are not fully developed, 
so their resolutions feel 
rushed. 
Artistically speaking, this 
graphic novel is beautiful. 
There are multiple artists, but 
their individual styles are all 
very distinct and engaging.
Although the execution 
of the narrative is less than 
stellar, it is forgivable since 
the concept is so different 
and strong. Should this series 
continue, it will be much more 
entertaining if the issues with 
the pacing are resolved.
 ‘Una the Blade’ comic review
Comic Corner: The 
world’s toughest
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
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 O Club Spotlight: Douglas Ping Pong Club
 O Silver tastes sour
 O The curse continues
And more!
Have an idea for a story? 
 editor@theotherpress.ca
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 21-0 42
QUEST 18-3 36
LANGARA 13-8 26
CAPILANO 11-10 22
DOUGLAS 10-11 20
CAMOSUN 8-13 16
CBC 3-18 6
KPU 0-21 0
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 19-2 38
DOUGLAS 18-3 36
CAPILANO 15-6 30
QUEST 11-10 22
LANGARA 8-13 16
CAMOSUN 7-14 14
CBC 6-15 12
KPU 0-21 0
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
MEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
CAMOSUN 22-4 44
DOUGLAS 21-5 42
VIU 16-11 32
UFV 14-11 28
COTR 10-17 20
CAPILANO 5-20 10
CBC 2-22 4
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 21-5 42
CAPILANO 16-10 32
CAMOSUN 13-12 24
DOUGLAS 12-13 24
UFV 10-17 20
COTR 12-15 24
CBC 6-18 12
It’s always a bittersweet feeling around this time of year. 
Seasons wrapping up means the 
end of months of hard work, but 
it also means no more regular 
season games. Alas, that is the 
price we pay for exciting games. 
Here’s a look at the coming week 
of action as the basketball teams 
head into the playoffs.
Women’s Basketball: 
The ladies have a bye 
coming into this weekend. Their 
excellent regular season play has 
granted them a second place 
finish within the PACWEST 
and an extra day of practice as 
they await the winner of the 
quarterfinals. They will play the 
winner of the Quest vs. Langara 
matchup. 
For the sake of history, let us 
hope that Langara manages to 
pull off an upset against Quest. 
If the volleyball Provincials have 
taught us anything, it’s that an 
upset is very possible. Should 
that happen and the women end 
up playing Langara, they will 
be in a good position. The two 
teams have met up three times 
in the regular season with the 
Royals sweeping the series. 
However, the last meeting 
was only narrowly stolen by 
the Royals. It took an amazing 
effort from Nanaya Miki to come 
out with a win. There were no 
standout performances from 
Langara, but the overall play 
of the struggling Royals was 
enough to make it much closer 
than it needed to be. 
If Quest ends up winning, 
then the Royals are in for a tough 
matchup. The two bitter rivals 
have met up three times this 
season with the Royals taking 
two out of three games. The 
last time these two played, the 
Royals ran into a patch of bad 
luck as they could not seem 
to score in the second half of 
the game, shooting just 17 per 
cent the entire half. With luck 
on their side, the game should 
be much better for the Royals. 
Nonetheless, the team will need 
to be on their guard. Quest has 
more than a couple of players 
who can step it up when time 
calls. 
Should the Royals make it 
past the semis they will likely 
play against the VIU Mariners in 
the finals. It will be an exciting 
matchup if it happens. The two 
teams have met up three times 
this season, with the Mariners 
getting the best of the Royals 
two out of three times. During 
their peak, the Royals were able 
to run over the Mariners and 
really dominate the PACWEST. 
However, that was nearly a 
month ago, and the last time 
these two teams played, VIU was 
able to decisively beat Douglas, 
who had struggles in the second 
half.  
If they hope to tango with 
the best, they will need to bring 
their best. That goes for all the 
matchups. The team, who seems 
to be struggling this month, just 
barely managed to close out a 
win against Capilano last week. 
The team has lost more games 
in the month of February than 
they had all season. Granted that 
number was only two, the team 
has been looked strained in their 
games. They will need to be back 
to their top form if they hope to 
take home gold. 
Men’s Basketball:
The men’s team has quite 
the weekend ahead of them as 
well. They start their playoffs 
at fifth place in the PACWEST 
looking to upset the fourth place 
team, the Capilano Blues. 
The Royals started their 
season off poorly, going 0-5 
before bouncing back to their 
current record of 10-11. While the 
team has looked much better 
since, their last couple of weeks 
have been their weakest since the 
start. They have lost two of their 
last three and have not looked 
good in the losses. 
Against the Blues, the Royals 
will really need to be ready. The 
two teams have played three 
times this season, with the Blues 
taking the edge, two games to 
one. The latest game was just last 
week, where the Blues managed 
to run over Douglas 90-73.
It will definitely be an 
upward battle against the Blues, 
but offence is not the problem. 
Grant Campbell is on fire at 
the moment, but his team’s 
defensive inconsistency means 
that his efforts go to waste. The 
Royals will need to buckle down 
defensively and really lock down 
the Blues key players. They have 
done it before, and they need 
to do it again. If they can stop 
the scoring bleeding, then they 
definitely outscore the Blues. 
Should the men find 
themselves on the winning side 
of the quarterfinals, they can 
expect to go against the number 
one ranked team in the country, 
the VIU Mariners. This will be 
a David-and-Goliath-esque 
showdown. VIU has dominated 
every team in the PACWEST 
and gone to finish their season 
undefeated, including three wins 
against the Royals.
If it comes to this matchup, 
the Royals will need to play the 
best basketball they have ever 
played to even have a chance 
against the Mariners. However, 
the Royals do have the speed 
advantage on the Mariners; if 
they can outpace the Mariners, 
they have a shot. They will need 
to do this for the entire game 
though, which is hard, because 
playing that sort of style tires the 
players out quicker. 
Should a miracle upset 
actually happen, and the Royals 
come out with a win, they will 
head to the final game against 
one of the teams on the other 
side of the table. If the Royals 
manage to pull out a win against 
the best team in the country, the 
gold medal game should be a 
cinch.
Douglas Preview
 Basketball Provincials edition
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Although the ping pong facilities are widely used at 
Douglas’ New West campus, there 
hasn’t been an active ping pong 
club in a while. People would just 
come to the studio, play when they 
wanted to play, and then leave. 
People played against people they 
already knew. There was nobody 
behind the scenes, organizing 
these dozens of individual players 
into a team. None of them were 
able to join a community of 
players, or be part of a team made 
up of their peers.
That’s why Abaas Sharar and 
his friends organized the Douglas 
Ping Pong Club. Their first order 
of business was organizing a 
tournament against an opposing 
school. After calls to many major 
campuses he was able organize a 
tournament with SFU Burnaby.
“The purpose of this 
tournament was to find new talent 
in the school that we never knew 
existed,” Abaas explained. They 
never could have known, either. 
While a good chunk of students 
came to casually play ping pong, 
the competition became very 
intense once there was money 
on the line, and an organized 
group that they could play for. The 
turnout was unbelievable.” 
One of the players who really 
brought the heat to the new club 
is Lakshay Popli. He’s sometimes 
called “Left Hand Laksha” by his 
friends, who say “He’s so good, 
he’ll beat you with his left hand.”
As Laksha describes it, “I 
want to do something that my 
school will be proud of me for.” 
He says he’s feeling really good 
about being on the team. He 
trusts his teammates to do their 
best and perhaps even win this 
tournament. 
However, being a new club 
is proving to be difficult. Space 
is a major consideration. Ping 
pong is something that definitely 
takes a lot of space. In New West, 
the studio is always booked, and 
the gym’s schedule is even more 
packed.  
Another difficulty that the 
organizers had was deciding 
who was going to make the 
team. Everyone that tried out 
was phenomenal. How does one 
decide between two people who 
are both proving that they know 
how to play the game? 
In the future, the club wants 
to go far beyond the normal limit 
that school restrictions provide. 
“It would be great to go to the 
provincial level and play there,” 
Abaas said. “Just because we’re a 
club, doesn’t mean that we’re not a 
fully functional sports team, too.”
Nonetheless, the focus is 
elsewhere for the time being 
as the Douglas Ping Pong Club 
prepares themselves for their 
opening tournament against 
SFU. The winning team will be 
awarded a $200 gift card to Boston 
Pizza for the entire team to share. 
A handful of smaller individual 
prizes such as T-shirts and Tim 
Horton’s gift cards will also be 
awarded to players based on a 
number of considerations. 
“We have a great bunch of 
players that are going to do really 
well at this tournament. We don’t 
know who SFU is bringing, but 
we sure will be ready for anything 
that they bring to the table.” The 
whole club invites you to watch 
their first tournament matches at 
Douglas College. The tournament 
will be going on in the gym on 
Friday March 4 from 3:30 - 
6:30 p.m.
Club Spotlight: Douglas Ping Pong Club 
 Getting ready for tournament against SFU
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer
They say that winning bronze feels better than losing gold. 
While the value of silver is still 
higher than bronze, at least when 
you win bronze, you’re actually 
finishing on a win. No one would 
know the feeling better than 
the men, who made it so far this 
weekend, 0nly to fall just short. 
The team started their 
weekend off a day later than 
most of the competition as their 
excellent regular season earned 
them a bye into the semifinals. 
The first team in their way to gold 
was the challenging VIU Mariners. 
Coming off of a strong win against 
the Capilano Blues, the Mariners 
were looking to upset the number 
two seeded Royals. 
But the Royals are nothing to 
be trifled with, and they started 
their playoff run with a strong 
message. They pummeled the 
Mariners in the first, taking it 25-
17. The beating seemed to have 
awaken the Mariners squad, who 
responded. However, their efforts 
were futile against the defensive 
strength of the Royals. They could 
not find a way through the hands 
of Douglas’ front row, who time 
and time again sent promising 
looking kills into the VIU court. 
Although VIU managed to tighten 
up the game significantly, the 
Royals ended up taking that set as 
well, 25-22. 
Desperation set in as the 
Mariners realized just how close 
they were to being eliminated. 
Backed into the corner, VIU 
lashed out with all their efforts in 
an attempt to stay in the game. 
Re-organizing their players, the 
Mariners were able to successfully 
stop the Royals from sweeping. 
Blocking many of the Royals’ 
attempted kills, VIU was able to 
regain their composure and take 
their first set 25-20.
With a comeback in the 
midst, the Royals knew that they 
needed to end things soon. They 
stormed the Mariners, going 8-0 
to start the set. Sensing his team 
needed a break, the Mariners 
coach called a timeout that stalled 
the Douglas offence. Whatever 
was said to the VIU team during 
the break worked, as they came 
out and laid down the law. They 
scored nine in a row after the 
timeout, taking the lead and 
shocking the Royals. 
But the comeback was not 
meant to be as the Royals adapted 
to the Mariners’ new strategy. 
They put an end to VIU’s golden 
ambitions as they sealed the set, 
25-20. Carson Heppell was named 
Player of the Game and finished 
with 20 kills, 3 blocks, and an ace. 
With that, they also sealed their 
ticket to the final. 
The gold medal game 
featured rival and defending 
National champions, the 
Camosun Chargers. Fresh off their 
dominating victory over the fifth 
place, College of the Rockies, the 
Chargers were looking to retain 
their provincial championship 
title. 
It was bound to be a 
heavyweight matchup, and 
did it ever play like one. With 
both teams starting their best 
possible lineups, the first set 
was an explosive one. There 
was no rallying in the first set as 
both teams made no mistakes 
off the serves, killing the ball 
immediately after or after one or 
two short rotations. 
Possession was traded back 
and forth as the teams took turns 
beating the ball into the ground. 
Both sides sought a defining lead 
to no avail. Camosun took the lead 
at 26-25, but the Royals would not 
be beat, and swung the set over 
to their side with a decisive three-
point rally, taking it 28-26. 
Using that momentum from 
the first set, Douglas came out in 
the second pushing hard. They 
got an early lead and never let 
go. Heppell was once again huge 
for the Royals. Behind his play, 
and the defensive play of Jordan 
Loewan, Douglas was able to hold 
onto to their early lead and drive 
home the set win, 25-20. 
With a commanding lead 
going into the third, things were 
looking promising for the Royals. 
Players seemingly began to relax 
and grow complacent with their 
lead. What had been sharp 
serving and attentive blocking 
faltered. The Chargers knew to 
do anything but look a gift horse 
in the mouth, and immediately 
converted the Royals complacency 
into a set win.
Off the back of that 
momentous win, the Chargers 
started the fourth in a hurry, 
charging out to an 8-2 lead. 
While slow to respond, the Royals 
eventually picked their tempo 
back up to the intensity level of 
the Chargers. Unfortunately, by 
the time they got there, it was too 
late. The Chargers picked up the 
fourth set with a 25-21 win and 
what was once a 2-0 lead, was now 
a 2-2 tie. 
It all came down to the fifth 
and final set. It was do or die for 
both teams. Like the fourth, the 
Chargers came out strong, taking 
an early lead. But the Royals 
would not relent, and tied things 
up nearing the end. Douglas and 
Camosun danced around each 
other, trading blow for blow, with 
neither team letting up. One 
stumble was all it took, and it was 
the Royals who stumbled first. 
Just as quickly as the Royals tied 
it, the Chargers ended it. With a 
thunderous roar, the Camosun 
team stormed the court, while 
the Douglas players looked on, 
stunned. 
Heppell and George 
Thompson were named 
tournament all-stars, but it was 
all a blur as the men reflected on 
what could have been. 
Despite the loss, the team 
is headed to the National 
Championships, and will quickly 
shift their attention to that.
Silver tastes sour
 Men’s volleyball takes home silver
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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It has been nearly a decade since the women’s volleyball 
team won a set at the Provincial 
championships. The curse of the 
sweep has plagued the team for 
countless years. Nonetheless, 
like any other curse, all of it is a 
mental game. Or is it? This year’s 
team was ready to find out at the 
Provincial Championships held 
at Columbia Bible College.
The first challenger that the 
team ran into was the fifth-seed-
ed UFV. The last time the Royals 
won a set at the tournament was 
against UFV, and this time, they 
wanted to make it a win. The first 
set of the game was a thriller. 
The teams traded points, rallying 
back and forth well past the 20 
point mark.  In the end, it was 
UFV that was able to pull ahead 
and take the first set. 
Nowhere near finished, the 
Royals roared back to life. They 
went on a tear in the second, 
planting balls all over UFV’s side 
of the court. Though the curse 
was the last thing on their minds, 
the Royals smashed their set 
drought with a dominating 25-19 
win. 
However, UFV would not 
be denied. They came back 
swinging, catching the Royals off-
guard. Their sudden burst ended 
the Royals’ momentum and they 
were able to push through Doug-
las’ blockers, ultimately taking 
the set.
With their backs against 
the wall already, things were not 
looking great for the Royals. They 
needed to win two straight sets to 
come back. They were able to pull 
this off last time against UFV but 
this was on a much bigger stage.  
As prepared as they were, 
they still could not find a way to 
come back into the game. The 
fourth set started out poorly for 
the squad as they went down 
early. They fought valiantly to 
stay in it, but their efforts were 
not enough, as UFV finished the 
upset, taking the last set 25-21. 
Darby Dunn won a Player 
of the Game award to add to her 
impressive year, but the Royals 
failed to pick up their first playoff 
victory in eight seasons. After the 
game, coach Kyra Iannone spoke 
about the team’s playoff match . 
“This weekend we did our best to 
defend our ranking going into the 
match. The girls were prepared 
mentally, tactically, and phys-
ically for the match. But like all 
playoff single knockout rounds, 
any team can win on any given 
night. We lost the first set 29-27. 
It was hard fought and had some 
errors so we felt pretty in control 
of what was going to happen 
next. We won set two easily and 
we were tied at one set each. The 
young guns on our team however 
had not been in that situation 
before and started to feel the 
pressure.” 
She also provided insight 
into her thoughts on the overall 
season. “I think the girls had 
an unprecedented season. We 
had many moments that we 
have not had before: we had an 
opening weekend win, we had 
our first sweep at home, we had 
our first 3-0 win. We went into 
playoffs ranked higher than we 
ever have before at fourth and 
we were ranked between second 
and fourth the entire season. We 
also took our first set win in 10 
years. I think all in all this season 
brought a major step forward for 
this program.”
The curse continues
 Women’s volleyball upset at Provincials
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Hometown Hockey
 Celebrating BC’s hockey history
Hockey is a national sport in Canada, and as a 
result, there is a story that 
involves hockey in almost every 
Canadian city. Last month, the 
Hometown Hockey Festival 
took place in Queen’s Park 
in New Westminster and 
Abbotsford Exhibition Park 
in Abbotsford. A lot of hockey 
fans went to the festival to 
try some activities and watch 
Ron MacLean host Hometown 
Hockey live from the city.
Hometown Hockey is back 
for its second season after a 
successful run last year and it airs 
on Sportsnet. In the show, Ron 
Maclean talks about a city that 
is related to a hockey player or 
is nearby a city that has an NHL 
team in it as co-host Tara Slone 
gives updates from the festival 
and does activities in the city that 
they are in. Scattered throughout 
the show are interviews with 
famous hockey players and 
surprise guests before MacLean 
lets local hockey players choose 
the three stars of the game. 
Unlike last year’s chilly but 
dry Burnaby affair, it was raining 
in both New Westminster and 
Abbotsford. In New Westminster, 
the show had the Philadelphia 
Flyers and the New York Rangers 
game while they showed the 
Calgary Flames and the Anaheim 
Ducks game and the Vancouver 
Canucks and the Colorado 
Avalanche in Abbotsford.
Kirk Mclean was in both 
cities, Cliff Ronning was in 
New Westminster, and Brendan 
Morrison was in Abbotsford. 
James Cybulski, Ernie Mclean, 
and Glenn Anderson were 
also special guests in New 
Westminster, and Caroline 
Cameron, Jake Virtanen, Mike 
Blais, and Chad Brownlee were 
special guests in Abbotsford. 
Highlights of the two cities 
included Slone riding a tugboat, 
flying across the city in a plane, 
visiting the famous Birchwood 
Dairy Farm in Abbotsford. 
The festival did a great 
job celebrating the history 
of hockey in BC and may be 
in Richmond next year.
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As many of you caffeine addicts may have noticed, 
there have been big changes 
made to Starbucks’ loyalty 
program. The ease of the app 
and its integration with the 
payment card has made the 
program itself an unwavering 
success for the company. Even I 
will admit it is probably the most 
used out of my iPhone passport 
novelties. However, Starbucks’ 
recent changes to the program 
have caused outrage all over the 
Internet for a few simple reasons. 
One, it’s a change and the 
Internet hates that; two, instead 
of rewarding regular customers, 
like it used to, it now rewards 
customers who spend more 
money. Now, this may sound 
similar, but it is actually quite 
different.
Doing the math, on the old 
system, a star would be awarded 
every time you would visit a 
Starbucks. There were three levels 
to ascend, Welcome, Green, 
and Gold—there were rewards 
present in each stage, but the 
goal was to get to Gold level so 
that you would get a free item 
every thirteenth visit. Think of 
it like a stamp card—buy twelve 
and get the thirteenth one free! 
This changed significantly with 
Starbucks’ new system, which 
instead awards its stars based off 
of how much money you spend 
as opposed to how often you go to 
Starbucks. With the new system, 
2 stars are awarded for every $1 
spent. The ascension ladder will 
now start at Green, removing 
the Welcome level entirely—but 
now it takes 300 stars to reach 
the coveted Gold level. Starbucks’ 
claims that this is because stars 
will be awarded more frequently 
based off of the dollar system, 
as opposed to the older system. 
But, if we put on our thinking 
caps for a minute and actually do 
the math, this now means that 
someone will have to spend $150 
at Starbucks before they reach the 
pinnacle of the loyalty program 
pyramid. If you’re comparing 
those two numbers, and $150 
seems reasonable compared to 30 
visits to a store, regardless of what 
you purchase, you’re nuts. 
To add insult to injury, they 
also changed the frequency of 
when you’ll get a free item once 
you do get to Gold level. A free 
item will now be available for 
every 125 stars. Doing our math 
again, this means a customer 
will have to spend $62.50 to get 
something for free. If we compare 
it to the old system, that would be 
12 drinks of $5.30 each. Spending 
that much is only reasonable if all 
you drink is frappuccinos, which I 
don’t advise. 
For us regular folk, who 
mostly just want a simple cup of 
coffee and not all that crazy stuff 
that’s essentially a milkshake on 
sugary sweet steroids, the changes 
made to the loyalty program 
speak a pretty clear message 
of how unwanted we are. That 
stings, Starbucks. 
Unfortunately, as consumers 
we have little power over what a 
company does or doesn’t do with 
its loyalty programs. The best we 
can do is throw up our middle 
finger and make friends with  
Tim Hortons.
Devaluing loyalty
 Starbucks’ new loyalty rewards program
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
On February 24, Adele took the stage at the annual Brit 
Awards to accept her award for 
best female solo artist. After 
thanking her fans and the other 
nominees, she made a statement 
that’s been making headlines 
worldwide:
“I’d like to take a quick second 
just to thank my management and 
my record label for embracing the 
fact that I’m a woman and being 
encouraged by it. I’d also like 
to take this moment to publicly 
support Kesha.”
Here’s the rundown: Kesha 
has been trying to have her 
contract that ties her to Dr. Luke 
annulled after years of alleged 
emotional and sexual abuse 
starting when she was just 18 years 
old. Sony has fought against this, 
and won, meaning that Kesha is 
contractually obligated to produce 
six more albums with a man who 
allegedly drugged and raped her. 
If she were to produce music 
outside of this contract, she runs 
the risk of being sued by Sony and 
Dr. Luke for breach of contract, 
the financial burden of which 
could not only end her career but 
also bankrupt her. 
In past cases of women in 
entertainment industries being 
abused by men they work for, 
the precedence set has not been 
good. When Kristen Stewart had a 
relationship with her director, who 
was married, she paid the price 
of having to apologize publicly, 
losing her role in future movies 
as well. The age difference was 
not taken into account, the fact 
that this man was in a position of 
power over her was not taken into 
account, and the indisputable fact 
that he was married and she was 
not was not taken into account. 
Often, women in these 
positions have been depicted as 
having “fallen from grace,” the 
men who’ve taken advantage or 
outright assaulted them never 
having to face real consequences 
for their actions. Sean Penn tied 
Madonna to a chair and nearly 
beat her to death, and he still has 
a career. Chris Brown put Rihanna 
in the hospital, and he still has a 
career. Dr. Luke, who’s had more 
than one singer who’s worked with 
him speak out against him (Kelly 
Clarkson being one of them), is 
being protected by Sony for the 
simple assumption that he will 
make Sony more money than 
Kesha in the long run.
The reason why many of 
these other cases of abuse have 
gone so badly is because they’re 
often underreported, or reported 
in such a way that the victim is 
blamed for the actions of their 
abuser. This is unfortunately 
common in a lot of rhetoric 
surrounding sexual assault.
It would have been easy for 
Kesha’s case to slip under the rug. 
Because of the legal proceedings, 
she’s been unable to produce new 
music for years. The media often 
painted her as a vapid party girl, 
despite her genius-level IQ and 
social activism. Kesha could have 
been the easy victim of a broken 
system that’s failed so many 
people before her.
But this is not the case.
The world is speaking out in 
defence of Kesha, loudly, publicly, 
and in no uncertain terms. Taylor 
Swift has donated $250,000 to 
help pay for Kesha’s legal fees, 
and recently Lady Gaga posted a 
picture of herself holding Kesha’s 
hand. Her fans have not forgotten 
her during her musical hiatus, 
promising a warm welcome when 
she’s able to return. 
From the disheartening 
announcement that Kesha would 
not be released from her contract, 
a powerful message has arisen: the 
public has taken the side of the 
victim, not the abuser. As much 
as Sony and Dr. Luke might have 
threatened to let Kesha’s career 
fall into obscurity, they cannot 
control what has become the 
ruling narrative of this case. Abuse 
victims, who have often been 
silenced in the past, can look on 
this with hope that the world is 
starting to change for the better. 
As Kesha herself said in a 
recent statement:
“If you have been abused, 
please don’t be afraid to speak out. 
There are places that will make 
you feel safe. There are people 
who will help you. I for one will 
stand beside you and behind you. 
I know now how this all feels 
and will forever fight for you the 
way perfect strangers have been 
fighting for me.”
It doesn’t undo the harm, 
physical and psychological, that 
was done. But I’m certain that on 
the path to recovery and renewal, 
it’s a damn good start.
 A woman has been bound to her alleged abuser by 
contract, and the rest of the music world isn’t taking it 
lying down
#FreeKesha
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
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I am someone who grew up using pencil and gel eyeliners, as I 
was nervous to try a liquid liner. 
Because of this, I was curious as 
to how I would like NYX’s Liquid 
Liner, which has high reviews. I 
am a fan of NYX’s product quality 
and price point, so I had faith 
that they would be good, but I 
was still worried that they would 
not work for me.
NYX’s Liquid Liner comes 
in two varieties, matte black 
and vinyl black. I tried both, 
and they both lasted all day 
with no smudging, flaking, or 
fading. The matte faded to a true 
matte, which I prefer for my own 
everyday makeup, but the vinyl 
was a beautiful, shiny black that 
would be a lot of fun for dressier 
days.
The brush for the product 
was long and thin, meaning it 
had a little less control than a 
gel or felt-tipped liner, but it 
could apply incredibly thin lines 
compared to others I had tried. I 
found the brush to be incredibly 
precise, making it much easier 
to apply and correct it. As I’d had 
so little experience, I assumed 
that it would take multiple tries 
and a lot of corrections before 
I would be wearing something 
somewhat passable. However, the 
brush picked up enough product 
to draw a crisp, dark line, and I 
only needed to correct a bit at the 
front to make the transition from 
lid to liner smoother. I will admit 
that this was the most basic of 
eyeliner styles, though, and I look 
forward to doing more dramatic 
looks with it. 
I believe that this would be 
a good purchase for frequent 
users of liquid liners, as the 
product was very long lasting, the 
finishing was good, the colour 
was crisp, and the applicator was 
precise. I also believe that this is 
good for newcomers like me, as 
it was easy to use and did exactly 
what I wanted it to. The price was 
good as well for such a quality 
product.
I purchased the eyeliners 
at Shoppers Drug Mart, which 
has just recently begun carrying 
the makeup line, for $12.50 each. 
However, they are also available at 
London Drugs for $9.99.
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by studentlifedc
If you don’t frequent YouTube (YT) often, then you might not 
know of the scandal that took 
place late last year. There was an 
influx of people coming forward 
claiming that the behaviour of 
some YouTube celebrities was 
inappropriate, and at times 
even illegal. Fans of popular YT 
creators such as Mike Lombardo 
and Tom Milsom were shocked 
to hear about sexual assault 
allegations and arrests on child 
pornography charges after it was 
revealed that some creators even 
coerced underage fans to send 
them nude photos and videos 
of them performing sexual acts, 
such as masturbating. 
Most of these incidents 
were dealt with by authorities, 
resulting in the creators 
themselves shutting down their 
social media accounts and YT 
channels to avoid backlash. This 
was often done with very little 
fanfare and no explanation unless 
their behavior resulted in a ban 
on them attending VidCon, YT’s 
annual convention. 
That is, until Sam Pepper 
rolled into town. This reality star, 
who was best known on YT for 
his prank videos, came under fire 
for one such video where he ran 
around pinching women’s butts. 
Many people in the Internet 
community found this behaviour 
disturbing, claiming that he was 
actually sexually assaulting these 
women because he didn’t have 
their consent prior to filming or 
touching them. After the video’s 
release in 2014, Pepper replied 
to the outcry by claiming that 
the video was actually a social 
experiment to show how society 
doesn’t take the issue of male 
sexual assault seriously. The YT 
community fired back with a 
resounding and unified cry of 
“Bullshit!” and Pepper suffered a 
small fall from grace. 
The events and the Internet 
community’s questioning of 
Pepper’s behavior inspired 
several fans to come forward and 
claim that Pepper had behaved 
inappropriately towards them 
at various meetups. Rumours 
circulated about an unnamed 
woman who was contemplating 
filing sexual harassment charges 
after Pepper allegedly lured 
her into a room and tried to 
pressure her into sex. Ultimately, 
no charges were filed, but the 
damage was done—Sam Pepper 
was labelled a misogynist and 
harasser. He took a break from 
YT, only to return in late 2015 
with a new prank video. 
The video itself showed 
Pepper tricking people into 
thinking they had been 
kidnapped and involved a mock 
shooting of the captured person’s 
best friend. By this time the 
Internet had had enough of 
Pepper’s antics, and a petition 
was made to ban him from YT, 
and for all his content to be 
deleted. 
On Febuary 21, 2016 Pepper 
deleted all of his tweets and made 
his YT channel inaccessible to the 
public, his only statement being 
“I give up,” and an assurance 
that he would be uploading one 
more video explaining his side of 
everything that occurred.
 Notorious creator calls it quits after a very public fall from grace
Sam Pepper removes himself from social media
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
Beauty on a budget
 NYX Matte and Vinyl Liquid Liner
Lauren Kelly
Assistant Editor
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T-shirts, sweatshirts, and leggings are common 
among Internet savvy 
fashionistas. Pretty much every 
independent fashion line has 
picked up on the desirability 
of these casual favourites, but 
what if you’re in the market for 
something a little different? 
FieldCandy, best known for 
their adorable line of graphic 
printed tents, has recently 
announced that they’ll be 
launching a line of ponchos.
What’s a poncho, you 
might ask? You know those 
tent-like configurations people 
sometimes put on their bodies 
when it’s wet out? They look 
like a hybrid between a garbage 
bag and some musketeer 
inspired cape. Well, that’s a 
poncho, and though the image 
of them doesn’t immediately 
invoke “fashion,” they are 
pretty handy to have around. 
Ponchos are thin, lightweight 
and ensure complete three-
sixty coverage so you don’t get 
wet. They’re especially popular 
on camping trips or at outdoor 
festivals when trying to shove 
that extra raincoat into your 
backpack just seems like more 
effort than it’s worth. 
FieldCandy seeks to 
change the unstylish 
image of the poncho 
by incorporating 
the same high 
quality graphic 
print technology 
they use on their line 
of tents and sun 
shades, into the 
construction 
of this 
underappreciated outer wear 
marvel. Their hope is that 
by using some of their fan-
favourite patterns—such as 
“what a melon,” a print that 
makes you look as refreshing 
as a slice of watermelon on a 
hot summer day; and “snug 
as a bug,” a look inspired by a 
cozy patchwork quilt—they’ll 
break up the monotony of 
the garbage bag like poncho 
scene, and inspire a whole new 
crowd of people to embrace the 
caplet. 
The ponchos will come 
in two sizes, one for adults 
and one for children, and will 
be available in a plethora of 
varying prints and patterns. 
The only downside will be the 
price. Though American and 
Canadian prices have yet to 
be announced, FieldCandy 
has stated that the ponchos 
will sell for approximately 
£40, which roughly translated 
comes out to about $74 
Canadian. Now that’s pretty 
steep for something that’s 
essentially a body sack you 
throw over yourself in times 
of need. But we do live on 
the west coast, where good 
rain gear is a staple in any 
Vancouverite’s wardrobe. 
Only time will tell if the 
quality of FieldCandy’s 
new line will live up to 
its big price tag. As of 
now no firm date has 
been announced for 
the line’s release, 
but FieldCandy 
has committed 
to a summer 2016 
launch—just 
in time for 
festival 
season.
Indie fashion feature: 
‘FieldCandy’
 A preview for their new line of ponchos
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
 Please chill your whites
The absolute basics of wine
Let me preface this by saying: I’m a wine snob.
I love wine. I would 
cheerfully give my heart, soul, 
and wallet for a good Tempranillo. 
I have had conversations, in 
French, with professional 
sommeliers about the unusual 
origins of the Carmenère. I 
was the kid in high school who 
brought a Merlot to a house party. 
I want to marry rich and retire to 
a winery where I can write novels 
on a sunlit patio overlooking 
the fields of vines, a sweet, cool 
Riesling in hand. 
I was very lucky, my family is 
a clan of wine appreciators, and 
because wineries are genuinely 
beautiful destination spots, I got 
a bit of an education in the field 
growing up. Not everyone has 
that. 
So if you love wine, like 
wine, or just want to impress your 
parents by knowing how to pair 
your wine with your meals, here is 
a very brief, very basic education 
in the wonderful world of wine.
White wine is served cold. 
Red wine is not. (There are 
exceptions to this rule but this 
is the overall, general accepted 
practice). 
White wine goes with light 
meats. Red wine goes with dark 
meats. The light with light, heavy 
with dark rule is pretty standard, 
and helps to narrow down wine 
choices in terms of pairing with 
meals. A tomato-based pasta 
sauce usually pairs best with red, 
whereas a lighter sauce like alfredo 
will go better with white. 
You don’t really need to 
leave wine out to breathe for 
half an hour. Honestly, if you’re 
just getting into wine, you won’t 
notice the difference, and it 
really depends what wine you’re 
drinking for it to matter in the 
first place. You can toss cheap 
wine into a blender for an intense 
aerating effect to improve the 
taste.
Wine does not last forever 
once it’s open. For the best taste, 
you want to finish your wine 
inside a week. It won’t kill you 
after that, but it will start to taste 
like vinegar. Best use for old wine 
is to toss it in a sauce, gravy, or 
marinade. 
Cheap wine that you do not 
buy for taste will cost anywhere 
from $5-10 a bottle. Cheap wine 
that you can buy for taste will 
cost $10-15. Less cheap wine but 
usually better fare will cost $15-20, 
good wine can cost anywhere from 
$20-30, and if you’re reading this 
article you’re probably a student 
so anything above that is way too 
much for you to be spending on 
wine. Trust me. 
Champagne is sparkling wine 
that comes from Champagne in 
France. Prosecco is sparkling wine 
that comes from Italy. Everything 
else is just sparkling wine, which 
can give you a horrendous 
hangover if you’re not careful, so 
go easy on the bubbles on New 
Year’s. 
If you’re finding that you’re 
getting headaches instantly after 
drinking red wine, you might have 
a sensitivity to histamines and 
tannins, compounds commonly 
found in wine. Someone might 
tell you that sulfites are to blame, 
which is a common myth. 
This is a rule that literally 
goes back to the Bible, but when 
you’re serving wine, you drink 
the best wine first, and the lesser 
wine last. This is because your 
palate is essentially shot after 
your second glass, and you won’t 
be able to appreciate good wine 
the same way. Apparently the 
wine Jesus made from water was 
so good, everyone present at the 
feast was upset that they hadn’t 
served it first.
Finally, I leave you with a 
list of wine recommendations, 
and my best wishes for your 
future wine adventures. Cheers, 
everyone!
Cheap, cheap wines ($5-10 a 
bottle): Screw-It, Wine O’Clock, 
Naked Grape, Barefoot. Aim for 
the Merlots, Pinot Gris/Grigios/
Noirs, and Syrahs.
Cheap wines ($10-15 a 
bottle): Copper Moon, Yellowtail, 
Apothic, Jackson-Triggs. Copper 
Moon is very often on sale as it’s 
a local wine, and can dip below 
the $10 mark. The Yellowtail 
Moscato is very sweet, which a 
lot of new wine drinkers will like. 
The Apothic Red is one of my 
favourites. Every Hallowe’en they 
come out with an Apothic Dark, 
which I stock up on when I can. 
Less cheap wines ($15-20 
a bottle): See Ya Later Ranch, 
Arrowleaf, Kismet, Poplar Grove. 
See Ya Later Ranch has some 
amazing whites, especially their 
sweeter German wines and 
ice wines. Kismet has a super 
affordable white, their Saféd, that 
pairs amazingly with curries.
Expensive wines ($20+ a 
bottle): Burrowing Owl, Tinhorn 
Creek, Mooncurser, Inniskillin. 
The Burrowing Owl Pinot Gris 
is phenomenally tasty, but I’ve 
never been able to find it in 
liquor stores, only direct from 
the winery itself. Same with 
the Mooncurser Carmenère, 
unfortunately. However, these 
wineries have produced some 
amazing options for mass 
distribution, such as the 
Burrowing Owl Sauvignon Blanc. 
If you’re going to invest some 
money in good wine, these are a 
few wineries to watch out for.
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
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Someone you know has been homeless.
This can be a hard concept 
to wrap your head around—if 
you’re lucky, homelessness is 
something that happens to 
other people, and we can only 
conceive of homelessness as what 
housing advocates call “street 
homelessness.” According to 
a 2013 report by the Wellesley 
Institute, for every individual 
identified as street homeless, 
another four are part of what 
advocates call the “hidden 
homeless” population.
Think of your high school 
friend who surfed couches when 
his parents kicked him out after 
discovering he was gay. Think of 
the sibling who struggles with 
addiction and is in and out of 
halfway houses. Think of the 
friend who confessed tearfully 
that she and her mother spent 
the summer in a women’s shelter 
after leaving a violent spouse. 
The majority of the homeless 
population is intermittently 
homeless, and therefore hidden. 
Even if you don’t know anyone 
like I just described, I promise 
you that statistically speaking you 
have worked with, or attended 
classes with, or been friends 
with someone who has been 
homeless. It’s not the kind of 
thing you talk about, but that 
doesn’t mean it isn’t present.
The DeGroote School 
of Business’ “5 Days for the 
Homeless” campaign both 
ignores these populations 
and gives a false idea of what 
street homelessness looks like. 
Twenty per cent of the street 
homeless population is youth 
16–24, of whom at least 40 per 
cent are LGBT and about 60 
per cent are Aboriginal. When 
surveyed by Covenant House, 
they identified the greatest risk 
to their lives to be physical and 
sexual assault while sleeping 
rough or in shelters. Spending 
five nights sleeping outside the 
Student Centre gives a false 
idea of what homelessness 
is, and is far safer than the 
conditions street homeless 
youth actually experience.
Programs like 5 Days for 
the Homeless appeal to us 
because they sanitize housing 
insecurity. They make us feel 
good about ourselves for caring, 
without having to be confronted 
with the unpleasant realities of 
homelessness. Advocates for the 
campaign will say that it raises 
awareness of street homelessness, 
but raising awareness for street 
homelessness is absurd. If you 
are honestly unaware that people 
are sleeping on the streets in our 
city, you are willfully ignoring the 
men and women sleeping rough 
by every downtown bus stop.
I want to ask you a question: 
do you look at street homeless 
people when you see them on 
the sidewalk? How many of you 
are willing to donate your food 
and converse with the students 
aping at homelessness outside of 
the Student Centre, but ignore 
the man at the bus stop asking 
for change? How often do you 
justify not helping when you 
are confronted with the need by 
saying “well, they’re just going 
to spend it on drugs anyway?” 
How often do you willfully look 
away when you are confronted 
with suffering? Too many of us 
fail to recognize the humanity 
and dignity of others when 
confronted with their pain. We 
can all strive to be better at this. 
Pretending to understand a 
struggle that is not ours so that 
we can write heart-warming 
Facebook posts about what 
we’ve learned is not the way to 
go about it. The unkempt street 
homeless man who asks you 
for a dollar is just as human as 
the commerce student sleeping 
outside the student centre.
Sophie Geffros
The Silhouette 
(McMaster University) 
I get it: young parents need to have a life too. They want to 
go out to events, spend time on 
vacations, and have dinners at 
restaurants. But when you are 
bringing a baby with you, you 
are responsible for anything that 
happens, not the general public. 
During a Montreal 
Canadiens open practice on 
February 21, a puck thrown into 
the stands by defenceman P.K. 
Subban struck a one-month-
old baby. Throwing pucks 
into the crowd is a display of 
appreciation from the players. 
They are giving fans a souvenir 
for their experience. There is 
no fault on the players or the 
game. Even if the puck wasn’t 
tossed by a player, hockey is 
an inherently dangerous sport, 
not just for players, but for 
the fans too. Like foul balls 
at baseball games, the pucks 
often leave the playing field. 
My sympathy goes out to 
the baby’s family, but it wasn’t 
like they didn’t know where 
they were going. They actually 
planned to bring the infant to 
the practice. The thing is, the 
baby doesn’t even know where 
she is—babies don’t understand 
the game of hockey—so 
why was she even there? 
If you can’t find a babysitter, 
you shouldn’t go to an event. I’m 
sorry moms and dads. That’s 
just the way it is. Because if 
something bad happens, you put 
other people in a tight situation. 
In this case, it was Subban. 
It seems many parents teeter 
back and forth between caring 
too much and not caring enough. 
I see moms riding their bikes with 
their baby in the back carriage, 
racing through a yellow light. I 
see parents bringing their baby to 
busy supermarkets with people 
and shopping carts moving this 
way and that. You want your 
child close to you, but you also 
want them to be safe. Sometimes 
you can’t have both. The world 
is rather dangerous, and babies 
are vulnerable in many ways. 
I don’t know what the best 
parent in the world looks like. I 
don’t know what it’s like to have 
a newborn. But I do know the 
first few years of a baby’s life are 
pivotal. As parents, your baby 
depends on you to make the 
right decisions for them every 
day. It sucks, because that may 
mean missing out on a lot of 
fun activities. I’m sorry, you lost 
the privilege of doing whatever 
you want the day you brought 
another life into this world. I 
don’t know what the best parent 
in the world looks like, but I can 
tell you a good parent is one that 
understands that, and doesn’t 
resent their child for making 
them miss out on fun sometimes. 
I guess, for those with 
children, it’s already too late 
to heed my caution. However, 
if you plan on having kids in 
the future, I hope you know 
that you should—will—miss 
out on some fun. Sorry.
 Why babies don’t belong everywhere
Shouldn’t have brought that
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
Cut the poverty porn
 While intentions may be good, not all fundraising is created equal
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Flash back to New Year’s Eve 1983, when Apple released 
one of the most monumental 
and memorable commercials to 
date. The ad depicted a heroine 
charging at a Big Brother-like 
figure, an homage to George 
Orwell’s dystopian novel 
Nineteen Eighty-Four, with a 
hammer. The heroine ends up 
throwing the hammer at the 
figure and the figure erupts, 
and then words appeared 
on the screen: “On January 
24th, Apple Computer will 
introduce the Macintosh. And 
you’ll see why 1984 won’t be 
like Nineteen Eighty-Four.” 
We all celebrated. 
On February 16, 32 years 
after the commercial aired, Apple 
CEO Tim Cook wrote a letter to 
his customers, raising a lot of 
concerns and showing how close 
we were to losing our privacy, 
just like the characters from 
Orwell’s fiction. The technology 
company was receiving 
external pressure from the US 
government to build a backdoor 
to customers’ personal devices. 
This backdoor would enable 
government officials—under 
specific protocol and significant 
measures—to access data by 
bypassing security. In another 
word, the FBI would have been 
able to access your iPhone if 
they were “suspicious” of you. 
Cook wrote in his letter 
that such a backdoor does 
not currently exist, and that 
they don’t intend to build 
one, despite the government’s 
pressure—and pressure from 
many fearful citizens. The risk 
is far too great. The slope is far 
too slippery. One thing will 
lead to the next and before you 
know it, the government will 
have access to all the data we 
keep in our devices. We keep 
a lot of data in our devices. 
Creating this backdoor is 
undoubtedly a knee-jerk reaction 
to the countless terrorist attacks 
that have taken place on US 
soil recently, because terrorists 
use the same technology we 
do and need to communicate 
with each other to orchestrate 
attacks. However, to simply give 
up our rights to privacy within 
our personal communication 
channels would be a victory 
for the terrorists. They want 
us to take extreme measures. 
They want us to turn the lens 
upon ourselves. The world 
does not become safer because 
of heightened monitoring. It 
becomes more paranoid. 
 I remember years ago 
when cameras in public places 
was a big controversy. Now, it 
is the norm. But those cameras 
are stationary. They don’t 
travel with us. They are not 
an extension of who we are. 
We don’t share our intimate 
moments with those cameras. 
Our devices, on the other hand, 
are in a sense our other hand, 
and to have the government 
forcibly hold it wherever we 
go is a scary thought. It’s what 
Apple vowed not to do when 
they aired that commercial. It 
vowed not to turn our world 
into a dystopian place ruled by a 
mistrustful administration, and 
it is holding true to its word.  
While the answer is not to 
build a backdoor, I do believe 
there is a solution, one that 
requires thought and careful 
calculation, and one that does 
not compromise the security 
and privacy of law-abiding 
citizens. We just need to 
think about it differently. 
 Apple standing up against the pressure of FBI is a critical moment for our future
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
As the world meanders towards the tail end of the 
fashion-week season (New York, 
London, and Milan are over, 
and Paris is this week—if you’re 
keeping track), it’s hard for even 
the most fashion-averse of us 
to avoid glimpses of what’s new 
or hot or not while scrolling 
through our feeds. Are culottes 
in, or are gauchos gauche? 
Should we all be bleaching 
our eyebrows and cutting the 
shoulders out of our sweaters? 
And should we dare to wear one 
of the year’s most controversial 
emerging trends—provocative 
language-emblazoned-
clothing—out of the house? 
Well… why the heck not?
Oscar-winning actress 
Jennifer Lawrence caused a stir 
with her street style recently, 
wearing an oversized Alexander 
Wang jean jacket with the word 
“Perv” proudly embroidered 
onto the back. The star’s casual 
ensemble twisted the panties 
of pearl-clutching style-philes, 
with reporters worrying that 
Lawrence’s style had wandered 
too far into obscene territory. 
Which... is somewhat ridiculous. 
She wasn’t attending a business 
meeting; she was walking 
around L.A. with her friends. If 
she wants to wear a shirt that 
says “Butts” or “Jeanjerking,” 
who are we to judge?
Whether you’re a celebrity 
or a college student, what you 
wear should be an evolving 
expression of self—this shouldn’t 
be limited by fear of landing 
on your friend-circle’s worst-
dressed list. I’m not saying you 
have to wear swear words on your 
shorts, but, if you feel like doing 
it, why not? Some may call to the 
appropriateness of said slogan-
wear in professional settings, 
but come on: it’s possible 
to use reasonable judgment 
and incorporate fashion edge 
into some sartorial scenarios 
without losing your mind. Just 
as you wouldn’t add your job 
interviewer to your Facebook 
account to show off your party 
pics, you can choose not to wear 
your “Fuck Off” blouse to your 
presentation. (Instead, you 
can wear it to your celebratory 
dinner date. Priorities.)
If you aren’t hurting anyone, 
adorn your body in anything 
that suits your mood. As Meryl 
Streep taught us in The Devil 
Wears Prada, fashion is an 
industry—but that doesn’t mean 
that it has to be so serious. Use 
your judgment, buy clothes 
that you like, and wear them 
when you want to. That’s all.
Wear your heart (and your curse words) on your sleeve
 Fashion shouldn’t be so serious
Sharon Miki
Contributor 
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When 2016 could have been like 1984
opinions // no. 20 theotherpress.ca
The plots in Deadpool and Kung Fu Panda are eerily 
similar. They’re built off of the 
same “awkward superhero” 
genre-type, where the character 
is ugly, witty, and exceptionally 
poor at fulfilling the traditional 
superhero role. Instead, they 
excel at four things: breaking 
(superhero) clichés, breaking 
the fourth wall, breaking any 
overly serious, “downer” parts 
of the movie with immediate 
comedic relief, and breaking 
jaws with wicked choreography. 
Both movies make you 
reconsider everything you’ve ever 
thought a superhero should be. 
Superheroes are traditionally 
strong, courageous people, 
so Kung Fu Panda created a 
hero that was fat and cowardly. 
Superheroes are supposed to 
be chivalrous good-hearted 
people, so Deadpool created a 
hero that was sadistic, immoral, 
and excessively sexual. 
Recreating movie 
superheroes is effective at 
catching our attention because 
of its ability to take old, dusty 
plots and add a touch of life to 
them by mocking the old movies 
they’re inspired by. We laugh 
at the ridiculousness of it all. 
How can we not, when we’re 
presented with superheroes 
breaking their own fists on metal 
giants, or completely messing 
up the timing of their expected 
superhero entrance? This is 
almost exactly what Charlie 
Chaplin did in the 30s by slipping 
on banana peels, getting up, and 
then slipping on them again. 
If my Philosophy teacher saw 
these movies, he would call this 
“an appeal to ridiculousness.”
These recycled plots 
only survive because of A-list 
actors who consistently 
provide the comedic relief. 
But… Kung Fu Panda doesn’t 
actually have a recycled plot 
when you look deeper into it. 
It leaves its older audiences 
to ponder on themes such as 
morality, loyalty, and inner peace. 
The scenes between fights scenes 
genuinely develop the characters 
and do a fantastic job at making 
you emotionally invested in 
them and the story. You might 
even find yourself crying at one 
point, not because you’re sad, 
but because you’re so happy 
that everything worked out. 
Kung Fu Panda finds a way 
to present all of this information 
and be an incredibly funny 
movie, yet it never breaks 
character as a children’s 
movie. While it does all this, 
it presents a new superhero 
mould for children who are still 
defining what a superhero is. 
Kung Fu Panda provides 
options for the child in us all, 
but also the adult in us who’s 
looking for a bit more substance 
from a movie, and has more 
pressing issues than listening 
to 1001 ways to reference sex. 
Deadpool’s success comes 
from the fact that it’s marketed 
to the most over-indulged-yet-
neglected demographic of all 
time: the young adult who goes 
to the movies to be reminded 
of their childhood heroes, not 
necessarily to watch a good 
movie. While these young adults 
are legally old enough to hear 
about sex and watch people get 
cut open and torn apart, they’re 
often not quite old enough to 
recognize and support movies 
with any substantial plots. 
Maybe you enjoyed Deadpool 
more than Kung Fu Panda, and 
you wouldn’t be wrong if you 
did—there is no “right” movie 
style. But, undeniably, you 
have to admit that you chose 
cheap laughs over thoughtful 
movie watching, probably 
because it’s so much easier. 
When it comes to art, there is nothing more 
impressive than a city that sparks 
imagination with its façade while 
also facilitating practicality. 
There are countless unique 
buildings of great significance 
in the world that we can identify 
in a flash: the Pentagon, the 
Burj Khalifa, and the Petronas 
Towers, for example. These aren’t 
monuments like the Statue 
of Liberty or the Eiffel Tower, 
these are functioning buildings 
where people work and live 
everyday. So what’s wrong with 
making them look interesting? 
On February 21, China’s 
State Council announced that 
there would be stricter guidelines 
for urban planning. What does 
that mean? Well, in the past 
few decades, China has been 
erecting odd buildings all across 
the country, many without any 
links to cultural heritage or 
functionality. In another word, 
China was making buildings 
weird for the sake of being 
weird. Buildings shaped like 
pants, coins, and even a pile of 
debris can be found in China. 
Now, I love art. I don’t 
always understand it, but I like 
the fact that it exists. I live in 
a city full of art instalations 
that serve no purpose but 
to take up a spot where a 
bench or a garbage bin could 
have been. But it gets people 
talking, so that is a positive. 
However, I always question 
the monetary value of a piece 
of art. I know artists need to get 
paid and all that, but when the 
money is coming out of taxpayers’ 
pockets, there better be a damn 
good reason for the art. China, 
of course, is now faced with the 
same predicament. They want to 
construct interesting buildings, 
but when the production to 
make them “original” is costing 
more than the façades are worth, 
then the projects need to stop. 
A building at its most 
basic is a box. No matter how 
interesting a building is, once you 
are inside, you are in a box. The 
world would be a pretty awful 
place if all the boxes looked the 
same. Take a look at suburban 
America, where every house 
is constructed from the same 
blueprint. That is something we 
must avoid at any cost… even 
if the cost is saving money. 
Economically, keeping 
buildings cube-shaped makes 
sense. It saves room, and in 
a world with limited space, 
that’s important. But we 
need landmarks. Humanity 
is built upon landmarks; 
that is why we have the Great 
Wonders of the World. But 
greatness is not just about 
being strange or impressive, 
it’s backed with history. 
It doesn’t matter how the 
world sees it, it matters for the 
people who walk in and out 
of those buildings every day. 
Yes, tourists will come and go. 
They’ll snap pictures, and they’ll 
share the image with people 
all around the world. Yet, for 
the people who work and live 
there, buildings need to be a 
structure of pride. We spend 
so many hours of our lives in 
buildings. Let’s create ones that 
aren’t just weird, let’s create ones 
we are proud of. And pride is 
worth paying a premium for. 
 What really is the difference between ‘Deadpool’ and ‘Kung Fu Panda’? 
 Does the world need more strange buildings? 
Awkward superheroes: Deadpool and Po
Chinese creative constructions 
must be within constraints 
Elliot Chan 
Opinions Editor
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer
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 O Racist bigot completely changes his views after Face-
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We know things can be complicated, especially 
when love is involved. That’s why 
we here at the Other Press felt it 
would be beneficial to our readers 
to supply them with this handy 
guide for text messages, DMs, 
and even Tinder conversations. 
Here’s what people REALLY 
mean when they text you 
these common messages. 
This message is a clear 
example of someone trying 
to express themselves on the 
deepest level possible. Many 
men are afraid to show their 
emotions, so late at night is the 
safest time to do so, as you have 
the cover of darkness. This text 
is a cry for help, even, and is 
essentially asking the person 
they are sending it to: “Are you 
awake right now? I need someone 
to confide in, to talk to, and to 
stroke my hair while I weep.” 
OR
You’re a lucky person if 
someone texts you this, as it 
shows that they truly care about 
you, and are making sure that 
you are safe and sound. It is also 
a clear indicator that they find 
you interesting, smart, and funny, 
and that they would like to get 
to know you more as a person. 
This text is usually followed by a 
proposition to “hang out” which 
probably means an extravagant 
picnic date has been planned, or 
perhaps a nice walk together.
This simple yet elegant 
message shows that the sender 
is quite the philosopher, and 
expects that you are wise and 
deep enough to join them on a 
path to enlightenment. To ponder 
together the great questions 
of the universe, to discuss at 
length exactly what the question 
mark symbolizes: “Why?” 
Get ready for some late 
night discussions and mind-
expanding realizations!
This is the most serious of 
all the texts covered in this user 
guide. This is a clear indication 
that the sender is ready to take 
things to the next level with 
you, spiritually and emotionally. 
Odds are a dinner has been made 
in your honour, and they want 
you to meet their parents and 
extended family. Be sure to come 
prepared and with your wits 
about you as there will probably 
be multiple games of Monopoly 
and serious conversations about 
the future of your relationship.
This flattering text is an 
acknowledgement that the 
sender praises your skills as 
a photographer, and would 
like to see some of your recent 
work. Send them the picture 
of the full moon you took the 
other week, or the ladybug that 
landed outside your window. 
They will surely love those.
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 A user’s guide for the complexities behind simple words
Romantic texts and what they really mean 
Chandler Walter
Avid Texter
10:04 
It happened. The thing we 
all so terribly dread. A fate 
so unyielding in its cruelty 
that we deny the thought of 
it ever occurring. But it just 
happened to me. As I stepped 
onto the 49 bus for my daily 
commute to school, something 
felt wrong. Off. As if I had left 
a finger, or a limb, at home. 
I had forgotten my phone.
The bus doors shut behind 
me, and the vehicle began 
to move, but I felt frozen. So 
many texts left unanswered. So 
many tweets unread. I took a 
seat and found I had nothing 
at all to look at. So here I sit. 
10:06 
The man in front of me sneezed. 
I blessed him. He said thank 
you. That is the most social 
interaction I will get out of this 
half hour of misery. A cold chill 
is creeping up my spine. I feel 
the panicked sense of being 
lost, yet I know exactly where I 
am, and where I’m going. This 
is probably what the other side 
of a black hole feels like. 
10:10
I have never been on a longer bus 
ride in my entire life. I found an 
elastic band in my pocket and 
played with that for a minute 
or two, yet it yields simulation 
nowhere near that of my long-
lost phone. I wonder how it is 
doing. If it misses me too. One 
day we’ll be together again. 
10:13 
I’ve taken to gazing out the 
window. I never knew how blue 
the sky could be, or how lofty 
the clouds. There are people 
out there, and dogs. I wonder 
if, because dogs can remember 
other dogs from their smell, they 
ever think of their little doggy 
friends when they’re just sitting 
at home? Or do their brains even 
have that level of complexity? 
10:17
I have never noticed my hands 
until now. They look so real—
right down to the little creases 
and wrinkles and hairs. Nimble 
fingers capable of doing so 
much, of creating so much. I’ve 
never truly looked at the backs 
of my hands until now. It’s like 
I didn’t know them at all. 
10:20 
The man who sits in front of 
me has brown hair, though 
parts of it are grey. The intricate 
patterns and complexities of 
brown brown brown grey brown 
grey brown. It is beautiful. He 
is beautiful. The metal of the 
bus is cool to my touch, and my 
feet feel warm in my boots. 
I exist. 
Though I was never 
really aware of it. 
10:34
This world is amazing.
The worst has happened: I left my phone at home 
 One man’s diary 
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
U up? 
What you doing?
?
Wyd?
Come over
Send some pics
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Local conservative, construction-foreman, and 
all-around asshole Gary Tory 
reportedly changed his mind after 
a lengthy Facebook argument 
with his niece this week. 
The incident occurred after 
Gary posted yet another rant 
arguing his racist, bigoted, and 
generally uninformed views 
regarding various political 
matters. In the one post alone 
he criticized the current 
Canadian government, praised 
the rise of Donald Trump in 
the U.S., expressed his distaste 
for immigrants, ’minorities, 
gays, liberals, and Leonardo 
DiCaprio. Several Facebook 
friend insiders report that 
these rants are common and 
frequently involve profanity, 
mockery, links to misleading 
studies, and Bible verses.
Libby Earl, Gary’s niece, 
reportedly did what nobody 
has ever done before: called 
her uncle out for his alarming 
comments. Using self-righteous 
logic, links to The Huffington 
Post and Salon, and descriptions 
of feminism, equality, and 
tolerance, Libby managed to 
change her uncle’s mind after 
only half an hour of arguing.
“My ingrained social and 
political views are a result of 
50 years of indoctrination,” 
Gary posted the next day in 
response to the argument. 
“The reasons for my 
intolerance were numerous, 
including the community and 
family I was raised in, personal 
circumstances I have blamed 
others for, reinforcement in my 
social atmosphere, and personal 
brain chemistry. Fortunately, 
Libby’s four paragraphs of 
logic immediately caused me 
to reverse my positions. I am 
now fully-versed and on board 
with social justice, liberal-based 
progress, and Leo winning the 
Oscar he so richly deserves.” 
Libby expressed surprise at 
her uncle’s behavioural switch. “I 
argue with people on Facebook 
all the time, sometimes as many 
as 20 times a day. Whether we’re 
debating politics, religion, sports, 
or entertainment award choices, 
I’ve never had anyone actually 
change their mind before. Usually 
my attacks on others’ deeply 
held beliefs are done for nothing 
more than blowing off steam 
and convincing others that I’m 
definitely right about everything.” 
Gary has gone on to make 
several lifestyle changes, including 
renouncing his membership from 
the Meninist society, becoming a 
member of the New Democratic 
Party, and crowding Facebook 
news feeds with links to articles 
warning of the dangers of racism, 
Islamophobia, and overall 
intolerance in today’s society. 
“I can’t believe I’ve been 
so ignorant for so long. I owe 
it all to my niece—whom I 
love very much and do not 
consider to have any lesser 
intelligence or worth because of 
her gender or age—for helping 
me make this instant switch.”
At press time, Gary was 
reading a counter-argument 
posted by his nephew Marco 
Cruz, leading him to reconsider 
his platform and bring back 
his previously held beliefs of 
racism, bigotry, and refusal to 
make the world a better place.
 Internet changes view for first time ever
Racist bigot completely changes his 
views after Facebook argument
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
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The Apple vs. FBI showdown has entered a new round 
after 250 heavily-armed 
FBI agents stormed Apple’s 
Cupertino campus on Monday.
One day prior, lawyers with 
the U.S. Justice Department 
successfully argued in court 
that Apple needed to open its 
doors to agents who required 
assistance with counter-
terrorism cases, but Apple 
refused the court order and 
had employees lock all of the 
doors on campus. The FBI sent 
an armed response team to the 
campus, but they have thus far 
been unable to open any doors.
While the hundreds of 
agents milled about on Apple’s 
lawn scratching their heads, 
FBI Director James Comey 
told the Other Press it is 
imperative to national security 
that agents enter the campus.
“We don’t know what 
exactly we will find, but we 
need to have the authority to 
go in and take a look around,” 
said Comey. “Every day that 
Apple holds out, American 
lives are directly at risk. If they 
don’t want us coming in the 
front doors, why don’t they 
let us sneak in a backdoor?”
The Justice Department 
also released a statement 
condemning Apple’s actions.
“It is unfortunate that 
Apple continues to resist the 
department in obtaining 
access to the facilities of the 
company. A company that 
designed and sold the phone 
of one of the terrorists involved 
in a major attack on U.S. 
soil,” the statement reads.
Apple CEO Tim Cook 
released a scathing letter on 
Apple’s website condemning 
the actions of the Justice 
Department and the FBI.
“While we believe the FBI’s 
intentions are good, it would be 
wrong for the government to 
force us to open a backdoor into 
our campus. And ultimately, 
we fear that this demand would 
undermine the very freedoms 
and liberty our government is 
meant to protect,” wrote Cook. 
“Additionally, we fail to see 
the relevance of this search. 
There are a dozen other ways 
the FBI could build cases 
against terrorism suspects—
it’s convenient they chose a 
method that also violates the 
personal security of millions 
of people across the globe.” 
Presidential candidate 
Donald Trump offered his 
opinion in a rambling nine-
minute voicemail left on the 
Other Press’ office line at 2 a.m.
“Who do they think they 
are?” asked Trump, in reference 
to Apple. “What they are doing 
is weak and un-American. 
When I am president, I will 
build a wall around the campus 
to keep America safe from those 
privacy loving pinkos at Apple.”
At press time, FBI 
engineers were huddled 
around the backdoor of 
Apple’s campus attempting to 
pick the lock with Q-Tips.
FBI barred from Apple 
campus’ backdoor
 Federal government simply can’t find 
way into building
Jake Wray
ColumnistThe stars were shining at last week’s Oscars, but 
the question on everyone’s 
mind was whether or not 
Leonardo DiCaprio would 
finally obtain the award that 
had eluded him for so long. 
It appears that the stars did 
indeed align in his favour, 
and DiCaprio won Best Actor 
for his role in The Revenant. 
DiCaprio delivered a rousing 
speech about his career, the 
road it took to stand on that 
stage, and praise for all those he 
worked with on The Revenant. 
Unfortunately for DiCaprio, 
it was a mere half hour into 
the night when he realized 
he had misplaced his recently 
won trophy. The events were 
shut down, as actors and 
actresses—dressed in their 
best—got down on hands and 
knees to find DiCaprio’s Oscar. 
“You know, it’s always in the last 
place you look!” stated Ryan 
Reynolds, who was helping 
himself to some appetizers 
during the commotion. 
DiCaprio was obviously going 
through some emotional stress, 
and though he tried to keep his 
composure every time a camera 
panned to his face, his skin 
seemed tight and his eyes red. 
“I can’t believe he just lost 
another Oscar…” Joy star Jennifer 
Lawrence was heard saying. 
After 15 minutes of searching, 
chaos erupted as Brie Larson and 
DiCaprio were found wrestling, 
breaking many tables and chairs. 
Evidently DiCaprio had “found 
his Oscar” at Brie Larson’s table, 
though Larson and all those at 
her table were adamant that it 
was actually the Best Actress 
Oscar she had recently won. 
After Samuel L. Jackson 
calmed everything down 
with a booming shout, it was 
determined that it was in fact 
the Best Actress Oscar after all. 
It was at this point in the 
night that DiCaprio visibly 
cracked, sitting down at his 
table and promising “I am 
going to Departed whoever it 
was that took my Oscar.” 
There have been rumoured 
reports that Matthew 
McConaughey and Punk’d 
mastermind Ashton Kutcher 
were seen giggling and fleeing 
the building, though that 
has yet to be confirmed. 
After a short cool down, DiCaprio 
spoke to press about his plans 
for the future: “It doesn’t matter. 
I’m just going to have to win 
another one. No, multiple. 
Every year from now on I will 
claim that prize, do you hear 
me? I don’t care what it takes, 
I braved the Canadian winter 
for this movie, for the next I’ll 
toil through the desert. Literally 
leave me on Mars. Whatever it 
takes. I will have my Oscar.” 
DiCaprio left the building 
shortly after The Bear won the 
Best Supporting Actor award 
for his work in The Revenant.
 Actor simply can’t remember where he put award
Leonardo Dicaprio wins 
Oscar, quickly loses it
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
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by David Manky, Senior Columnist

